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CanIron V Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia                          

 
Demonstration Tents on the Town Pier .  The Fifth Bi-Annual Canadian Blacksmith Conference, 
CanIron V, was held from 30 August to 2 September in Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia, Canada.  

 

By Bill Clemens 
Held in the town of Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia; CanIron V 
was a memorable event.  150 blacksmiths, their friends and 
relatives invaded this quaint little coastal town nestled along 
the Annapolis River basin across the Bay of Fundy from Maine 
and New Brunswick.  The site included demonstration tents on 
the town pier, teaching stations in the market square, meals in 
the Legion Hall, Forged iron displays in a local Gallery, and 
lectures in the town’s theatre.  The entire town was a gracious 
host to this event, which disrupted the daily routine of the town  

See CanIron V    Page 3 
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The Blacksmith Guild of Central Maryland, Inc.* 
BGCM is dedicated to preserving and promoting the art 
and craft of hand forging iron.  The guild meets monthly 
to share blacksmithing information and techniques at the 
Carroll County Farm Museum, Westminster, Maryland.   

BGCM Officers 
President  ...................................................Ted McNett   
(717) 646-9839 tedneck@aol.com 
Vice President ............................................. Bob Nagle  
(717) 646-8306 
Secretary ......................................................(VACANT) 
   
Treasurer ...........................................Judy Heinekamp  
(410) 922-1246 judy529@qis.net 
Board Member ........................................... Mark Judge  
(410) 848-1929 judgefam@msn.com 
Board Member ............................................. Allen Dyer 

410-531-3965 aldyer@lawlab.com 
Board Member ......................................Ken Strosnider  
(410) 751-7762 mountainviewforge@hotmail.com 

BGCM Committee Members 
Awards Committee .....................Albin Drzewianowski  
(410) 848-0731 dski1045@qis.net  
Blacksmith Days Chairman .......................Ted McNett   

Blacksmith School Administrator  Ted McNett   
Forge Masters 

CCFM...............................................Walter VanAlstine  
(301) 725-4826 waltervanalstine@juno.com 
Jerusalem Mills ........................................John Larson  
(410) 592-5058 jolarson@comcast.net 
Eastern Panhandle ..............................Dave Merceruio  
(304) 263-2970 
Historic Forge Volunteer Coordinator ..Kevin Thomas 
(410) 848-4869 ............................ kbt62@direcway.com  
Librarian ................................................Kevin Thomas 
Assistant Librarian ............................Judy Heinekamp  
Guild Website Chairman ............Albin Drzewianowski  

Newsletter Editor .....................................Bill Clemens  
(570) 568-2158 newky2@dejazzd.com 
Newsletter Editors Emeritus ......Albin Drzewianowski 

 Judy Heinekamp 
Scholarship Committee ....................Judy Heinekamp   
 Ross Hughes 
BGCM Yahoo Group  
Administrator .............................Albin Drzewianowski 
To join:               BGCM-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
To participate:    BGCM@yahoogroups.com  
To leave group:  BGCM-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 

Guild Website .............. www.bgcmonline.org 
* BGCM is a non-profit 501c3 educational corporation founded 
in 1986 and incorporated in 1995 and is an affiliate of the 
Artist-Blacksmith’s Association of North America, Inc. 
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BGCM’s newsletter is published bimonthly.  We 
welcome and encourage you to contribute articles, book 
reviews, trip reports, or just your thoughts on 
blacksmithing.  One of the main purposes of the Guild is 
to promote the exchange of information and ideas 
associated with blacksmithing.  We are glad to publish 
classified ads to assist members in the sale of 
blacksmith related items, or to help locate wanted tools, 
anvils, steels, etc.  Ads must be renewed for each issue. 
Submissions may be sent to the editor: 

Bill Clemens 160 2nd Street, New Columbia, PA 17856  
e-mail: newky2@dejazzd.com 
Deadline for Jan/Feb Issue: 1 December  2005 

All original articles printed in this issue are placed in the 
public domain unless the author states otherwise.  
Anyone using items from this newsletter is requested to 
give credit to the author and ��� � ������� &���� ��	

� � For 
reprinted or quoted material the copyright restrictions of the 
originator apply. 
______________________

 
 

____________________ 

Blacksmithing, involves Fire, Hot 
Steel, Hammers, etc.  

It is not an activity to be taken lightly. 
Safety and caution must always be in the 

forefront of any blacksmith’s mind before they 
pick up a hammer and begin hitting Hot Metal. 

Safety Rules 
 1. Wear eye protection  at all times in the shop area.  
 2. Know location of first aid kit and fire extinguisher. 
 3. Turn on exhaust blower before lighting the forge. 
 4. Turn off blowers on forges when not heating  
  iron/steel.   
 5. Do not knock hot coals/embers on the floor.  
 6. Advise when preparing a forge weld by yelling:  
  “WELDING”. 
 7. Dress ends of steel. 
 8. Obtain permission from Forge Master before using  
  power tools. 
 9. Maintain and leave an orderly work area.   
10. Return unused coal to the coal bin. 

Please observe these safety rules when 
working in the Guild’s forge areas 

BGCM, its officers and its members assume no responsibility 
or liability for the accuracy, fitness, proper design, safety or 
safe use of any information contained in this newsletter and 
disclaim any responsibility or liability for damage or injuries as 
a result of its use.  

Guild Address 

Blacksmith Guild of Central Maryland, Inc. 
P. O. Box 593,  
Randallstown, MD  21133 

Guild Telephone Number .............. (410) 386-9150 
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President’s Message 
 There has been a lot of activity at the Farm Museum and the Guild.  September and 
October are busy months with the Steam Show, Wine Festival, Fall Harvest Days, and other 
demonstration events.  Thank you to everyone who demonstrated at any of the events.  I feel we 
have represented BGCM well in the Historic Forge and other demonstration sites.  We are 
already scheduling next year’s demonstrations. The list of past demonstrators has been lost in 
the transition of Historic Forge Coordinators. We cannot contact you if we do not know you want 
to demonstrate.   Help us regenerate a demonstrator list.  Please contact a Board Member or 
Kevin Thomas if you want to demonstrate at the Historic Forge.   
 The first class, Blacksmithing 202, was held with all 8 new forges.  What a difference it 
makes for the instructor and students.  I hope everyone appreciates all the hard work and the 
people who have made this project successful.  There is still a little work left if you would like to 
help before it is finished.  Once all of the forges and chimneys are complete we will work on 
equipping each station and the shop area.  If there is a tool in your shop that you think we need at 
the school please let me know.  We are working on an equipment list now. 
 The Holiday party will be held on Saturday, December 10, 2005 from 5 -? at Bear Branch 
Nature Center again this year.  We will start set up and decorating at 4 pm.  We need someone to 
bring greens, flowers, and decorative items. There will be a cookie exchange, hand made 
ornament trade item, good food, and camaraderie.  The guild will provide roast beef and turkey as 
well as soda, coffee, and tea.  You should bring a side dish, salad, desert, or your favorite dish.  
 I am already planning Blacksmith Days 2006.  Please let me know what you would like to 
see kept, changed, improved, or any suggestion to improve the event.  To continue the quilt raffle 
fundraiser we need a volunteer to make or coordinate the quilt project and someone to make or 
coordinate a quilt rack.  The quilt raffle has always been a huge success in the past.  It would be 
a shame to lose this tradition. 
 Please contact me if you are interested helping with any of the above at 717-646-9839 or 
tedneck@aol.com. 
 
 
Keep the forge lit, 
 
Ted McNett 
________________________________________________

 
 

_______________________________________________ 

CanIron V    from Page 1 
from 30 August to 2 September 2005.  There 
was a fantastic group of blacksmiths from 
around the world demonstrating  their skills.  

 
Fred Crist, USA , with Scott Hamlin NS striking 
working on a stacked plate sculptural piece.  

 
Becky(daughter),  Nancy(wife), and John Little, 
NS, Canada.  Shown here working together as 
they often do in their shop in East Dover, NS. 

See CanIron V    Page 5 
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Artist-Blacksmith's Association of North America, Inc. 
PO Box 816 
Farmington, GA 30638 USA 
706-310-1030 tel     706-769-7147 fax 
abana@abana.org    www.abana.org �

        ABANA Affiliate Liaison Letter              October, 2005 
 

Dear Affiliates, 
 

This month I get to be Dave Mudge as he and Cindy are still digging out from hurricane Katrina as are many other ABANA 
members in the affected areas. The Mississippi Forge Council, Gulf Coast Blacksmiths Association and the Louisiana Metalsmiths 
Association are all still in the process of locating displaced members and making sure everyone is okay. Please help get the word 
out to those affected by the storms to check in with their affiliate president or editor as soon as possible so we can get a sense of 
where the funding is needed. We wanted to let all the editors and presidents know of this letter that went out to the general 
membership in early September. Many of you along the Gulf Coast probably did not receive this missive so we are sending it out 
to the affiliates in hopes of getting the word out! Also all the ABANA members in the affected areas who did not receive Hammer’s 
Blow, Volume 13, #3, please contact me in the Central Office when possible at (706) 310-1030 or via email at abana@abana.org 
as we are holding an issue for you. 
 

In an effort to provide financial assistance to blacksmiths in the areas affected by Hurricane Katrina, the Artist-Blacksmith's 
Association of North America, Inc. developed a Disaster Relief Fund after John Steel, president of the Pittsburgh Area Artist-
Blacksmiths Association brought the idea to the ABANA Board of Directors. Since the initial letters, sent on September 9th, the 
fund has raised $11,736.00 with the expectation of much more funding! 
 

Disaster struck again in the form of hurricane Rita affecting the southwest Louisiana coast and the southeast Texas coast. In that 
spirit donations dated after October 1, 2005 will now benefit victims of both disasters. The revision would allow ABANA to donate 
funds to Katrina and Rita survivors and survivors of other disasters impacting the blacksmithing community between now and 
March 15, 2006. Therefore ABANA is informing its membership and other parties interested in donating to this excellent cause 
that it intends to distribute all funds received in the Central Office through September 30, 2005 to hurricane Katrina survivors. All 
funds received between October 1, 2005 and March 15, 2006 will be distributed to blacksmiths affected by both hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita. 
 

Donations should be by check, US Postal Money Order or Canadian Postal Money Order made out to “ABANA Relief Fund”. 
ABANA will provide a receipt for all donations of $250 or more.  
 

Please address your donation to: 
ABANA Relief Fund 
P O Box 816 
Farmington, GA 30638 
 

Canadian, Mexican and international donations are welcome, but please make sure your check is drawn on a US bank in US 
funds and contains a nine-digit routing number on the bottom of the check. US banks have great difficulty processing checks 
without this routing number, even though the check may say US funds. Please do not send cash or credit cards.  
One hundred percent of the funds will be distributed to affected ABANA Affiliates or, if necessary, to other public charities. 
Dispersal and distribution of the funds must be based on need and not on any affiliation to ABANA or an ABANA Affiliate. 
 

People donating money may suggest where they think the need is greatest. The final distribution of funds, however, must be 
made by ABANA. If it is critical for you to donate to a person or ABANA Affiliate, that donation should be made directly to the 
person or affiliate and not to the ABANA Disaster Relief Fund. If you know of people in need, please pass that information on to a 
local ABANA Affiliate and not to ABANA, the reason being that the local affiliate will distribute all funds to designated individuals. 
Affected affiliates are asked to tell their membership about this resource. Please distribute this letter to others you think may help.  
 

Toby Hickman of the California Blacksmith’s Association and John Steel of the Pittsburgh Area Artist-Blacksmiths Association will 
work with the affected ABANA Affiliates to establish an equitable means to disperse the ABANA Disaster Relief Funds. 
Distribution will begin no later than October 14, 2005 and the last distribution will be made no later than March 15, 2006. Please 
take a moment and contribute what you can and never underestimate the power of human kindness. 
****On another note the 2006 Iron-in-the-Hats ticke ts that we mailed out to all the ABANA Affiliate Pr esidents are $1.00 
each!!!!! Sorry for that oversight. Also, please le t Marcus Vickery know at (706) 310-0323 or via emai l 
conference@abana.org if you need more tickets. 
 

Thanks and hopefully Dave will be well on his way t o a rebuilt shop in December and in time for the ma iler! 
 

LeeAnn Mitchell slaving away for: 
 

Dave Mudge 

ABANA Member Services Director 
15227 Mansfield Road 
Bogalusa, LA 70427-0187 
985-736-0049 (this number should be working by the end of October) 
davemudge@abana.org 
www.abana.org 
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CanIron V    from Page 3 

 
Brad Silberburg, USA, pointing out details of a 
unique twist. 
 

 
Christoph Friedrich, Switzerland, known by 
many for his split cross design. 
 

 
Son, Heiner and Father, Paul Zimmermann 
Germany.  Heiner is working at the power 
hammer as Paul works at the anvil, on 
elements of a sculpture 
 

 
Adrian Legge, Henry Pomfret, and David 
James; United Kingdom, teamed to make a 
unique Maple Leaf grille.  Adrian and Henry 
also ran the green coal teaching stations 
(teaching beginners to forge weld with no flux!)  
 

 
Kellysmyth, USA lectured on replicating 
Historic Ship’s Ironwork. 
 

 
 
Kevin Jarbeau and Dave Cox listen as  Darrell 
Markewitz discusses the Iron Smelt. All three 

 See CanIron V    Page 6 
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BS -202 Intermediate Class 8-9 October, 2005 

Front Row (left to right) -  Darius Gross, Kevin Thomas, William Spencer, Rick Johnson Back Row - Bob Borchester, 
Craig Safford, Aaron Baer, Glen Baer Instructors: Ted McNett and Ray Neubauer. (Not Pictured)   

Items made during the class  include: large and small Bull nose punch, top and bottom rivet set, 
Wojick wonder bar, scribe, pick up tongs with handmade rivets.  Some students were also able to 
make a center punch, nail header, and hooks as well.  This was the first class with all 8 new 
forges.  It worked wonderful as an instructor and for the students.  What a difference it has made! 
________________________________________________

 
 

_______________________________________________ 

CanIron V    from Page 5 
are members of the Dark Ages Recreation 
Company, Canada.  Here they are,  working to 

consolidate the bloom.  First on a rock on the 

 
ground and then on a  Viking Era Stump Anvil. 
In addition to the demonstrations and the 
Viking era iron smelt there was lots more to 
see and do.    

 See CanIron V    Page 7
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BS-101 Beginner’s Class 29-30 October, 2005  

 
Front Row: Joe Doyle, Michael Patton, Tom Lumsden, Eric Lumsden  Back Row: Mark Judge (Assistant Instructor), 
Nevin Eiker, Jeffery Beck, Josh Massey, Mark Michalski and Bill Clemens (Instructor) 

In addition to hammer exercises, hooks, Forge pokers and watering can handles, Joe made a 
marshmallow fork, Mike made a “devilish” fork, Tom made a boat hook, Nevin made stone 
chisels, Jeff made a cat food scraper and a set of hooks, Josh forged a heart and a knife, and 
Mark made a dutch oven carrying  hook. 
________________________________________________

 
 

_______________________________________________ 

CanIron V    from Page 6  Here are just a few of 
the well over 100 items in the gallery: 

 
Chess Set    Ontario Blacksmiths 

 
Moving Sculpture        Brad Hall, NS, Canada 

 
Flowers   Susan Madacsi, CN, USA 

 
Roses       Chris Dywer,  Devon, England 
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Forge Welded Plates    Paul Zimmermann Germany 

 
Alphabet Globe              David James England 

 
Candle Holder                    Becky Little NS, CA 

 
Sculpture Studies       Christoph Friedrich Switzerland 

 
I Beam Sculpture      Craig Campbell SK, CA 

 
Candle Holder        Adrian Legge England 
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A beginner at work at a  teaching station 

 
A misty morning view across Annapolis  Basin 

 
Mac Beal, Laurie Fisher, Peter Happny and 
Mike Spencer  discuss the days events on the 
pier. 

 
How many Blacksmiths does it take to hold 
back a team of oxen?  Answer: At least 20! 

 
Craig Campbell and myself  in the Viking 
forging competition.  

 
Susan Madacsi, Mama Zimmerman, Nader 
Farsami, and Paul Zimmerman discussing 
Nader’s work on the town pier 

 
Friends pose for one last picture at the end of 
the conference.  Front Row: Kevin Jarbeau 
ON,CA;  and Dave Cox  ON, CA.  Back Row: 
Myself  PA, USA;  Jack Powning NB, CA; Mark 
Pilgrim NF, CA; and Chris Dwyer Devon, 
England. 
______________________

 
 

____________________
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BGCM’s 20th Anniversary  

Next year will mark the guilds 20th 
Anniversary.  To help mark this occasion, two 
forging projects have been established.  One is 
a railing that is needed to complete the forge 
rehab.  This project is described on the 
following page.  The second project is a Chain 
Link project and is described below.  If you 
have other ideas and suggestions on how the 
guild can celebrate our 20th anniversary, bring 
it up at the next guild meeting or contact one of 
the board members with your idea.  
______________________

 
 

____________________ 

Chain Link Project 
by Bill Clemens 

This  project is open to all current and former 
members of the guild.  Each member is asked 
to forge a chain link that will be joined with 
others that are submitted.    

The completed link should be approximately 2 
1/2 inches wide and 4 1/2 inches long as 
shown below: 

 

The link as shown above,  was  forged from 10 
inches of 1/2 inch round material.  We 

encourage everyone to forge weld the link, but 
to insure maximum participation, the link may 

be welded using any method.  To increase 
your decoration possibilities, you may start with 
stock other than 1/2 inch round as long as the 
completed link is 1/2 round at both ends, its 
finished length is 4 1/2 inches, and there is 
sufficient space at each end to allow the 1/2 
inch round connecting link to pass through. 

The links should be signed by the maker and 
can also be decorated.  The only restrictions 
are that the two curved ends of the link should 
remain 1/2 inch round and that the outside 
dimension of the completed chain link length 
should be 4 1/2 inches and width should not 
exceed 3 1/2 inches.   

The completed link should be cleaned but no 
permanent finish applied as the links will be 
exposed to a forge fire as they are joined 
together.  The link may be lightly oiled or 
waxed to prevent rusting until it is added to the 
chain. 

The completed chain will be unveiled at 
Blacksmith Days next May 2006.  After 
Blacksmith Days, the chain will be displayed in 
BGCM’s Shop at the Carroll County Farm 
Museum. 

If you are going to submit a link, please submit 
it before 1 May 2006.  Links received after this 
date will be included in the chain but may not 
be added to the chain prior to it’s unveiling at 
Blacksmith Days.   

If you have questions or are planning to make 
a link, contact: 
  
 Bill Clemens 
 160 2nd Street 
 New Columbia, Pa 17856 
  
 newky2@dejazzd.com 
 (570)568-2158 
 
______________________

 
 

____________________ 
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Railing Project 
By Ted McNett 

This  project was derived 
from the Historic Forge 
Railing project that was done 
about 10 years ago. The 
railing will separate the two 
forges located at the old wall.  
The height difference in the 
floor has created this 
opportunity.  The total railing 
length is about 12 feet.  A ten 
foot section from the back 
wall to the ramp and a 90 
degree turn that is 2 feet long 
going down the ramp.  A solid 
1” square corner post will be 
used at the bend and the end 
of the ramp.  We will also 
need a wall plate or bracket 
to attach the railing to the 
back wall.   

For this project you will forge 
a 36 inch long picket that is 
½” square on both ends.  The 
picket can be no wider than 2 
inches from the vertical 
centerline on each side.  No 
part of the picket may extend, 
front to back, further than 1 
inch from the centerline.  You 
could forge up to a 4 inch 
diameter medallion or ring 
centered on the picket.  Be 
creative and push your 
abilities.   

You may make more than 
one picket.  The second 
picket will be used if space is 
available.  We need a total of 
30 pickets for the 4 inch 
spacing between pickets. 

When you complete a picket 
please contact:  
 Ted McNett 
  tedneck@aol.com  
 717-646-9839 
          
 

         Front View        Side View  
 

 2” 2” 

36” 36” 

1/2 “ square 
bar on both 
ends 
minimum of 
1/2 “ long 
for 
mounting 

 1” 1” 

35” 
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Dragon Head Door Handle 
By Tim Beachley 

 
Start with 1” Square bar approximately 24 
inches long. (long enough to work without 
tongs)  Forge a slight taper – reducing width, 
not height of bar 

 

Using  half face blows, forge step approx. 1/2” 
back, down to about 3/8” thick.  You will end up 
with approx 1” of length ahead of the step. 

 

Forge 2nd step 1-1/4 to 1-1/2” back from the 1st 
step – maintain side taper while forging steps. 

 

Rotate 90 deg and forge concave radius 
between steps.  Use radius dies on power 
hammer or anvil and hammer. 

 

Slightly  round over all sharp edges 

 

Use a center punch or small bull nose punch 
to start nostrils and eyes. 
 

 
 

With  a sharp chisel, incise a couple of 
grooves behind each eye and nostril. These 
marks will become the wrinkles behind the 
eyes and nose. 
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Enlarge  eyes using a 3/8” bull nose punch 
and nostrils with a 1/4” bull nose punch. 

 

Hint: when the opening is as deep as it is 
wide, begin varying the direction of the punch.  
This will make the openings larger than the 
punches and you can achieve more interesting 
shapes. 
 
Using  a chisel, cut horns from the upper 
corners behind the head.  Bend horns out and 
draw our.  Hammer back down and shape. 

 
Let cool and cut mouth with bandsaw or 
hacksaw. 

Heat and open mouth.  Trim and shape upper 
lip. 

 
Trim  bottom and (optional)draw out to form 
beard. 

Forge  tongue using 1/4” x 1/8” stock 

Drill  hole through jaw approx. 3/32” round. 

 

Draw out back end of tongue and insert into 
mouth and thru hole. 

 

Use plug weld to secure tongue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Draw out remaining 
stock (all but about 8”) to 
form handle. 

 
 
If you don’t have a power 
hammer or a striker, the 
handle can be forged 
from smaller stock and 
the head welded on. 
 
 
______________________

 
 

____________________
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Shop Tips 
By Lyle Heberling 

Here is a shop tip, I just got a portable rivet 
forge this summer.  With the lack of a firepot, 
the paper and coke seems to spread out all 
over the place when trying to light it.  I cut a 6-
8" section of chimney pipe that I had and place 
this ring around the grate.  The lit paper goes 
in the bottom, and the chimney keeps the coke 
on top.  After the fire is going I just remove the 
chimney with my tongs.  This even works with 
green coal (as I had no coke to start with after 
the move). 

Do you have a useful SHOP TIP? 
Something that makes your smithing easier, 
more organized, etc?  Share it with the rest of 
the GUILD.  Send it in. If necessary, we will re-
write and make drawings.  And of course, we 
will give you credit for making the suggestion. 

___________________
 

 

___________________ 

 Anvil and Forge 
Blacksmith Program on RFDTV  

Mondays  at 2:30 pm  eastern time 
Check Website for details: 

http://www.rfdtv.com/schedule.asp?Timezone=-1 
___________________

 
 

___________________ 

The Blacksmith’s Bookshelf 
Book Review 

By Jim Battee 
 Wayne Goddard’s  $50 Knife Shop 
 by Wayne Goddard 
 Krause Publications, Iola, WI 

My friend Jerry Conley, who does 
Revolutionary War era re-enactments told me 
about a book he bought which had some really 
great stuff in it.  Jerry is a maker of all kinds of 
gear used in his re-enactments.  He has his 
own little smithy setup on the Eastern Shore 
and has made knives, tomahawks, and his own 
buckskin suit which he wears when he goes 
into the field.  The book was The $50 Knife 
Works by Wayne Goddard, another guy who is 
into similar things on the West Coast and is 
known for his cable knives. 

Is this a book about knife making only?  Well, 
kind of.  But it is not limited to that.  Goddard 
goes in for smithing with the least amount of 
expenditure of time, money, and effort.   That 
includes using found objects for smithing in the 
wilds.  He has used things such as train 
coupling pieces and truck and tractor parts as 
anvils.  He, also, has used a piece of a granite 
tombstone to work on.   A true minimalist, one 
of the most amazing creations discussed in the 
book is his One Firebrick Forge !   No, your 
eyes are not playing tricks on you, I said a 
forge made from a single soft  firebrick, and 
using a propane torch as the heat source.  .   

When I first saw this, I was blown away.  I had 
heard of forges made of small pieces of steel 
pipe six inches in diameter and about a foot 
long, but come on!  He couldn’t be serious, 
could he?  Well he was, and a few chapters 
later, he even tells you how to make one.  

Last  year, I won some firebrick during an “iron-
in-the-hat” and made one myself.  I found the 
hardest thing to do is to drill the proper holes in 
the firebrick.  It takes a lot of patience to keep 
from pulverizing the fragile SOFT firebrick you 
have to use.  You can’t use regular firebrick 
because it doesn’t heat the same as the soft 
variety.   My friend Jerry was rewarded for 
introducing me to the book with one of my 
bricks.  He then made one of his own.    

One of the highlights of the presentation done 
by Allen Dyer and me at Baltimore City College 
on September 23, 2005, for art teachers, was a 
showing of my little forge.  They were 
impressed to learn they could use the forge in 
the classroom using a Bunsen burner or, as 
originally designed, a propane torch.  It opened 
the door for them to do small metal crafting in 
the classroom with their students with only 
readily available tools like a ball peen hammer 
and a pair of vise-grip pliers. .Even Allen was 
impressed as he had never seen one before 
then.  Unfortunately, we ran out of time and 
were unable to demonstrate it in action.   
Goddard  does cover a lot of knife making, 
especially what he calls Wire Damascus, which 
we commonly refer to as a “cable knife”.  The 
book is readily available online through Yahoo! 
or Barnes & Noble, and I recommend it highly.  
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On a scale of one to ten, I would give it an 8 ½ 
at least.  It is well worth while adding to both 
the guild’s and your own personal library. 
___________________

 
___________________ 

Making the 
One Firebrick Forge 

My Way 
                 By Jim Battee 

In his book, Wayne Goddard’s $50 Knife Shop, 
the author tells of his micro-forge made out of a 
single SOFT firebrick and heated by a simple 
propane torch.  I emphasize the word SOFT, 
because he says the hard brick simply does 
not work.  Mr. Goddard is primarily a knife 
maker, specializing in “wire Damascus,” a.k.a., 
a cable knife, and he uses this little forge for 
making small blades and heat treating.  Any 
small project such as small hooks, stems and 
leaves, or small implements can be fabricated.   
He explains what he calls “the world’s smallest 
forge” workings, and how it is utilized in some 
detail, but when it comes to actually coring out 
the firebrick, he more or less leaves one to his 
own devices.  Goddard says he makes his by 
using an old knife or an old drill bit.  What I 
found to be a simple method, for me, was to 
use a woodworker’s auger bit in a brace to do 
the drilling.  My drill press was too short to fit 
the brick standing on end and the length of the 
auger.    

My solution to the problem was to mount the 
brick in my Black & Decker WorkMate with it 
resting on the vertical cross member so it 
would be supported from below and I would not 
have to over tighten the tables. Doing this 
enabled me to stand with the drill bit aligned as 
vertically as I could approximate.  Because the 
brick is light and fragile, drilling was done 
VERY slowly.  I drilled about 3/8” then backed 
the auger out to clear it.  Virtually no downward 
force was used on the bit.   

Knowing that trying to drill all the way through 
that way would amplify any error; I stopped 
about half of the way in, and finished drilling 
from the other side.  This proved to be a wise 
decision, as the bit had angled away from the 
centerline I was trying to follow.  Fortunately, I 
didn’t poke through the side with the auger, but 

the brick is a little thinner there than what I had 
planned.  However, it did not affect the brick’s 
working effectiveness.  Drilling the heat hole in 
the center was easy.   Just be very careful not 
to crumble the brick.  If you have to, make a 
small starter hole to gauge how much wall you 
have to penetrate.  In my case, it was only 
about a half inch. 

Since  I made the first one, I have come up 
with some solutions to problems making it.  
One thing I will do differently on the next one I 
make is to use a softer steel wire in making the 
wire reinforcing cage for the brick.  Mr. 
Goddard suggests doing this as a precaution.  
Once fired a couple of times, the stability of the 
firebrick decreases, and the wire around the 
brick makes it sturdier.  I used a galvanized 
steel wire which I found did not conform to the 
contours of the brick the way I wanted.  My 
suggestion: use something more pliable.  I 
have not experimented with copper wire, but 
on my next try that is what I plan to do.  It may 
have too low a melting temperature, but I won’t 
know unless I test it.  Also, I propose to drill a 
pilot hole.  I have some small diameter jobber 
length bits that are just shy of the length of the 
brick.  Mounting my drill press on spacers and 
pivoting its head will let me use the longer bits, 
so the next one should be spot on.  I will still 
use the auger bit and brace for the larger holes 
as I fear the drill press might be too much 
torque for the fragile soft brick.   

Firing  up the micro-forge is easy.  You mount 
the forge brick on top of several garden variety 
bricks or hard firebricks to elevate it off any 
surface and prevent it from setting it afire.  The 
propane torch used has to be set so the nozzle 
is about an inch outside the side hole in the 
brick.  Set the flame as fuel rich and let it curl 
around the hole.  In about 5 minutes, you 
should be up to working temperature, if the 
torch is set right.  You may have to play around 
with the fuel setting to get optimal heat, but 
once you get right, you can run at that until you 
run out of fuel.  

A little piece of advice:  instead of buying a 
steady stream of small propane bottles and 
discarding them when they get empty, Harbor 
Freight sells a propane bottle refill gadget (that 
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really does work) for about $10, if you catch it 
on sale, which is pretty often.  Mine has saved 
me a ton of money on bottles that would have 
only been thrown away without it. .The propane 
tank that is used with your backyard barbeque 
is the source of your fuel.  It’s a lot cheaper to 
refill, than to buy a dozen or so smaller ones. 

 
________________  

_______________ 

2006 Blacksmith Calendar 
Using a different set of 80-100 year old photos, 
I’ve produced a Year 2006 Blacksmith 
Calendar. This calendar is the seventh in a 
series and is laid out the same as the first six. 
The 12 pictures show military blacksmiths & 
cavalry farriers from around the world and 
would make a good gift for anyone serving in 
Iraq or Afghanistan. The individually shrink-
wrapped calendars were professionally printed 
using a 200 line-per-inch process, which 
yielded a near photographic result. A list 
containing available information for the pictures 
in all 7 calendars and 25 postcards will be 
included.  

1-5 Year 2006 Calendars: $14.00 each 

6-20 Year 2006 Calendars: $12.00 each 

21-49 Year 2006 Calendars: $10.00 each 

over 49 Year 2006 Calendars:   $7.00 each 

Set of 25 Blacksmith Postcards 
Note: This is not a new set of postcards. Only 
one set of 25 postcards has been produced. 

1-5 Sets of Postcards: $10.00 per set 

6-20 Sets of Postcards:   $8.00 per set 

21-49 Sets of Postcards:   $6.00 per set 

over 49 Sets of Postcards:   $4.00 per set 

Calendars from Prior Years 
2005 calendars are still available for $9.00 ea. 
2004, 2003, 2002 & 2001 calendars are still 
available for $7.00 each. 
2000 calendars have sold out. 

Shipping / Ordering 

The prices shown above include the cost of 
shipping to a U.S. or Canadian address. 
Insurance is extra if desired. Orders for 1 item 
(calendar or postcard set) are shipped First 
Class, orders for 2 to 25 items (calendars 
and/or postcard sets) are shipped Priority and 
orders for more than 25 items are shipped by 
UPS. Satisfaction guaranteed. If interested, 
please send a check or money order to: 

  Gill Fahrenwald 
  P.O. Box 2323 
  Olympia, WA  98507 

or PayPal  to anvilman@orcalink.com 
_____________________

 
 

_____________________ 

Membership Dues Increase 
By Judy Heinekamp 

The Board of Directors voted to increase 
membership dues beginning calendar year 
2006.  The Board feels the raise is justified due 
to increased costs for the newsletter and 
postage, facilities, present and future 
improvements and cost of outreach.  This 
increase will take effect January 1, 2006.  
Individual membership dues will increase to 
$25.00 per individual and family membership 
dues will increase to $30.00, for the calendar 
year.   

If members pay dues for 2006 in the calendar 
year 2005, they can take advantage of the 
current dues.  Anyone paying their dues before 
December 31, 2005, can pay at this year’s 
rates, which are $20/Individual and $25/family.   

If you have any questions, contact me at: 
   (410) 922-1246  
   email:     judy529@qis.net. 
______________________

 
 

____________________
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�BGCM New Members
 

By Judy Heinekamp 

The Guild welcomes the following new and 
returning members.  Take a minute to look 
over the list and see if you find someone who 
lives near you. If you do, contact them and  
offer them a ride to the next meeting, invite 
them to your smithy, or just welcome them to 
the guild. 
 
Doug Delurey          (518)753-4456 
P.O.Box 297, 10 Charles St,  
Valley Falls, NY 12185 

 
David Dufficy         (301) 834-8442 
1143 Valley Rd.,  
Knoxville, MD  21758 

penguinforge@att.net 
 
Philip Heath         (703) 671-3134 
4600 S-Four Mile Run Dr., #942   
Arlington, VA  22204 
 

Mark A. Michalski                   (410) 581-7921 
307 Kendig Drive,  
Owings Mills, MD  21117 

              Chippewa29@aol.com 

 
Michael Shipe        home  (410) 729-0157 
676 Rte. 3,                      cell       (410) 599-2295 
North Gambrills, MD  21054 

saiorsetrodai@yahoo.com 

 
Jason & Theresa Schultz       (717) 677-8767 
1405 New Road,  
Orrtanna, PA  17353 

ttjschultz@yahoo.com 

Former members renewing membership: 

Gary Brown                         (310) 374-7819 
222-1/2 26th Street,  
Hermosa Beach, CA  90254 

thesmithy@hotmail.com 
_____________________

 
 

_____________________ 
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I unfortunately couldn’t attend the 
Samuel Yellin event, but from what I 
hear it was excellent.  I’m saving space 
in the next issue for an article and 
photos from the event.   

Been enjoying the great forging 
weather? I have as I work on a set of 8 
5 foot Strap Hinges for a reconstructed 
Wagon shed at a historic farm nearby. 
Don’t forget BGCM’s Chain link and 
Railing projects, ABANA’s Ring Project 
and our monthly trade items. And, as of 
1 November, there are only 54 forging 
days left til  Christmas, so start forging 
those Christmas presents now. 
I wish to acknowledge, with gratitude 
the contributions made for this issue of  
��� ������� �&������	
  by:  

   Jim Battee 
   Albin Drzewianowski 
   Lyle Heberling 
   Judy Heinekamp 

        Ted McNett
  

________________  
_______________ 

Beginner’s Corner 
By Albin Drzewianowski 

Well , I have pretty much run out of topics for 
the “Beginner’s Corner”.  So this particular 
column will be put on hold until I get some 
more ideas for topics to cover.  If you, as a 
beginner blacksmith, have a particular topic 
you would like to see covered, give me or the 
newsletter editor a shout and we will see just 
what we can come up with.  
 (If you have any questions about what has 
been presented in the BEGINNERS’ CORNER, 
send them in and I will answer them in the next 
issue.  Also, looking for future topics for THE 
BEGINNERS’ CORNER.  What else would the 
“wanna-be” blacksmiths like to see explained in 
excruciating detail?? ) 
 
_____________________

 
 

_____________________ 
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BGCM 2005 Blacksmith Events Calendar
2006 

 
8-9 JAN ......Gichner’s Hammer-In 
16 JAN ............... BGCM Meeting 
 
20 FEB............... BGCM Meeting 
26 FEB .Dan Boone’s Pasture Party  
 
Mar ...No Furnace Town Joint Mtg  
20 Mar................ BGCM Meeting  
16-17 Apr ...... BGOP Spring Fling 
24 Apr ................ BGCM Meeting 
25-28 Apr .... CCFM Traditional Arts  
25-28 Apr... 4 Day Beginner Class  
30 Apr-1 May .....Cable Damascus 
 7-8 May .... Gichner’s “Yard Sale” 
13 May . Sober Collection Auction 
13-15 May .... Touchstone/PAABA 
14-15 May ....... Beginners Class  
21-22 May .......Blacksmith Days 
 
   4 Jun ..... PABA Blacksmith Day 
10-11 Jun . Rough & Tumble BSD 
18-19 Jun.....Intermediate Class 
26 Jun................ BGCM Meeting 
 
17 Jul ................. BGCM Meeting 
 
21 Aug ............... BGCM Meeting 
 
 

30 Aug-2 Sep ...........CANIRON V 
 
 
3-4 Sep ........Traditional Joinery 
10-11 Sep....... Wrought Iron Conf 
25 Sep................ BGCM Meeting 
 
8-9 Oct .........Intermediate Class 
15 October ......Magic From Fire  
16 Oct ................ BGCM Meeting 
29-30 Oct .........Beginners Class 
 
5-6 Nov Blacksmith Christmas Show 
12-13 NOV .... Basic Knife Class 
20 Nov ............... BGCM Meeting 
 
10 Dec.......BGCM Holiday Party 
10-11 Dec Forge Welding Class 
 

JANUARY 
      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31      

 Fancy Hook 

FEBURARY 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28      

       
Something with a Heart 

MARCH 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   

       
Garden Tool  

APRIL 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

       
Bar-B-Que Tool 

MAY 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31     

       
 BSD Contests – Grille - Sculpture 

JUNE 
   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30   

       
Flower 

JULY 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 35 26 27 28 29 30 
31       

 Animal/Wizard Head 

AUGUST 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31    

       
From a Railroad Spike 

SEPTEMBER 
    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30  

       
 From a Horseshoe 

OCTOBER 
      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31      

Leaf 

NOVEMBER 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30    

       
 Boot Scraper 

DECEMBER 
    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

       
Ornament 
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Jul...... ABANA Conf(Seattle, WA) 

Upcoming Events 

In addition to BGCM’s Blacksmith Events 
Calendar, as we get closer to the time of the 
events, we will provide more details.  When 
you attend these events, remember it is 
considered common courtesy to bring items for 
the Iron-In-The-Hat raffles and auctions.  It is 
the money raised by the raffles and auctions 
that make these hammer-ins possible. Don’t 
forget your safety glasses.  Also, if you attend 
an event, please consider writing up a brief 
description of your experience and/or taking 
some photos to share with the rest of the Guild 
and send it to the editor. 

"Blacksmiths and Friends" 

Traditional Arts Festival 
By Bob Morris 

Hi Everyone, the All Blacksmith Christmas 
show is definitely on for the 5th and 6th of 
November,2005. However, it will have a new 
name. We are going to try to entice other artist 
and craft people to participate. The new name 
will be some thing like "Blacksmiths and 
Friends" Traditional Artists from the farm. The 
Agricultural History Farm Park is set in the 
1900 - 1940 era and we want to display as 
many of the activities, art and crafts that we 
can from that era. We will not however, limit 
the participation of Artist from other eras.  We 
want as many people as we can get to display, 
demonstrate and sell what they make. If you  
have nothing to sell then come and 
demonstrate.  

We want people to see and learn how 
important the farm was in the development of 
crafts and how it progressed to the Art we 
know today. If you know any Artist/Crafters that 
make their own things or demonstrate a 
process such as Broom making, Sewing, 
crocheting, candle making, (either dipping or 
forming beeswax or carving) wood turning, 
metal spinning, pottery turning, spinning wool, 
jewelry making, you get the idea, please give 
them my email or phone number and we will 
get them to sign up for the show. I will make up 
an application and send it out to everyone on 

this list by the first of next week and hopefully 
we can get this new idea started. Let me hear 
from you all, do you like the idea ? Do you 
think it will work? Do you have any 
suggestions? Do you still want to participate? I 
need each of you to send me an email telling 
me whether you will or will not participate. This 
new concept was developed in a meeting with 
the Friends of the Agricultural History Farm 
Park board. The only "fee" for participation will 
be a donation of an item from each Artist for 
the Iron in the Hat drawing. 

Looking  forward to hearing from you. 

Agricultural History Farm Park 
18400 Muncaster Road 

Derwood, MD 20855 

This  farm park is located in Derwood, Md. on 
Muncaster Road, just north of the intersection 
of Muncaster Mill Road and Redland Road 
(Redland Rd. changes its name to Muncaster 
Rd. at this intersection). 
 

For more Information contact: 
Bob Morris (301) 253-2084 

___________________
 

 

___________________ 

BGCM Holiday Party 
Sat. December 10, 2005 

The party will be held at the Bear Branch 
Nature Center.  This is the same location as 
the past several years.  The address is 300 
John Owings Rd, Westminster, MD 21158.  Set 
up will begin at 4 pm.  The party will begin at 
5pm.  The guild will provide roast beef, turkey, 
soda, coffee, tea, and water.  Please bring a 
side dish, salad, desert, or your favorite dish.  
We will also have the cookie exchange  Bake a 
dozen cookies and take home a dozen of 
someone else’s.  Don’t forget to include the 
recipe for your treasured treats.  Bring a 
handmade ornament for the trade item.  It does 
not have to be forged from steel but it must be 
made by your hands.  Please sign and date 
your ornaments.  It is always great friends, 
great food, and a great time.  
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Bear Branch Nature Center is located off of 
RT 97 north of Westminster.  Look for the 
orange BGCM anvil signs.  The horn points the 
direction to turn. 

From Westminster, MD: 
Take 97 North past the Carroll County Airport.  
After the airport go through one stoplight, 
Bachman Valley Rd.  Stop if it is red!  John 
Owings Rd is about 1 mile past Bachman 
Valley Rd on the right.  Turn right just before 
the Carroll County Sports Complex sign.  
Follow John Owings Rd down the hill and back 
up.  Turn left before you go into the woods on 
Hashawha Lane.  Follow Hashawha Lane 
about one half of a mile and turn right up the 
driveway.  If you go past two stone pillars and 
a gate you missed the driveway. 

From Littlestown, PA: 
Take 97 South to John Owings Rd about ¼ 
mile past Stone Rd, (Sharp left turn on 97).    
Turn  left just after the Carroll County Sports 
Complex sign.  Follow John Owings Rd down 
the hill and back up.  Turn left before you go 
into the woods on Hashawha Lane.  Follow 
Hashawha Lane about one half of a mile and 
turn right up the driveway.  If you go past two 
stone pillars and a gate you missed the 
driveway. 
�

___________________
 

 

___________________ 

Traditional Arts Classes  
Carroll County Farm Museum 
November – December 2005 

Please call the Farm Museum weekdays from 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 410-386-3880 for 
more detailed information on the above 
classes, to be mailed a class list or to register 
for classes.  Registration is not complete 
until payment has been received .  Requests 
for full refunds must be received at least 10 
days prior  to the starting date of the class.  
Thereafter, your payment may be applied to a 
future class.  No refunds or payment transfers 
for “no shows.”  A minimum number of 
students is required for each class to be held.  

Class  project materials are included in the 
cost of the class unless otherwise noted. 
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Blacksmithing 
 
Basic Knife Making:   
 Sat & Sun, Nov. 12 & 13 
 9 a.m.-5 p.m.  
 Instructor: Walter Van Alstine   
 Cost:  $150.00.   
 Intermediate/advanced  
 (students must have taken beginner 
 blacksmithing).   
 
Forge Welding:   
 Sat. & Sun., Dec. 10 & 11  
 9 a.m.-5 p.m.   
 Instructor: Bill Clemens    
 Cost:  $150.00.   
 Intermediate/advanced (students must 
 have taken beginner blacksmithing).  
  

Basket Making 
Instructor: Carolyn Freitag . 

Learn the art of basket making and take home 
your own creation.  Samples on display.  

Large “Williamsburg” Market:    

A 14” basket made on a Williamsburg handle 
with arrow weave embellishment. 
 Intermediate students.   
 Wed Nov. 16  
 9 am - 4 pm   
 Cost:  $50.00   
 

Weaving 
Instructor: Linda Ferarra 

Rag Rug Runner:   
 Mon & Tues  Nov. 7 & 8  
 9 am - 4 pm   
 Cost:  $115.00  
 
 

___________________
 

 

___________________ 
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25th Annual Bill Gichner 
Hammer-In 

AKA 2 nd Annual  
Bill Gichner Memorial Hammer-In 

Sat & Sun Jan 7-8 , 2006 
 

Featured Demonstrator:   Nol Putnam 
Cost:           $35.00  
Nol Putnam is familiar to many of us and we 
can look forward to an entertaining and 
educational time with him as the featured 
demonstrator.  Nol’s idea is to turn to Otto 
Schmirler’s book, Werk and Werkzeug, and to 
make some of the leaves, grooves, twists, and 
other items that are found there, including the 
tooling that is needed for making them.  Long a 
pal of Bill Gichner’s, Nol will also intersperse 
his demonstrations with homilies from Bill. 
Nol  lives and works in Huntly, VA, in his one-
man shop that turns out impressive and one-of-
a –kind gates, railings, and anything else that 
can be made from steel.  He has gates at the 
National Cathedral in Washington, DC, as well 
as many other places throughout the east 
(including the gate at the CCFM croquet field).  
Nol has been in Virginia since the 1970’s, 
having taught himself his art by using Alex 
Bealer’s book, The Art of Blacksmithing, for 
direction and inspiration.  
Location :  Hutchison Brothers’ Farm  
  11006 Lewistown Road 

  Cordova, MD  
The Heated 48’x70’ farm shop offers plenty of 
room and seats 
 
Lodging:  Days Inn Easton MD 
  800-329-7666 
  Comfort Inn, Easton, MD 
  800-228-5150 
  Holiday Inn Express, Easton, MD 
  410-819-6500 
  Econo Lodge, Easton MD 
  800-553-2666 
From the West :  Take Rt. 50 across the 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge and stay on Rt. 50 to 
Easton, if going to the motel first.   To the farm:  
Rt. 50 to Rt. 404 east,  five miles to first traffic 
light and right on to Rt. 309, between Shell 
Station and Royal Farm Store.  At stop sign in 
200 yards, go straight across and into Queen 
Anne to the next stop sign.  Turn right on Rt. 
303 South, down the hill, around the bend, and 
straight ahead up the hill.   In 2.2 miles, when 
Rt. 303 takes a hard right, go straight on 
Lewiston Rd. and go 2.3 miles to farm on the 
right. 
 From Easton:   Rt. 328 west off of Rt. 50 
between the Pizza Hut and Hardees.  Go 
seven miles, turn left onto Lewistown Rd.  
Farm is 2 ½ miles on left.  (Lewistown RD only 
goes left and is just past Faith Drywall on left 
and Bullock on right.)    
______________________

 
 

___________________ 

________________________________________________
 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Registration for 25 th Annual Bill Gichner Hammer-In 
Please send this form along with a check in the amount of $35.00 for each person to: 

 Nancy Zastrow, 12800 Hammonton Road, Silver Spring, MD 20904-3523 

Name:______________________________________  Phone: _______________ 
Address:___________________________________________ _______________ 
               __________________________________________________________ 
Others in my party:________________________________ _________________ 
Cost is $35/person per weekend:  Check enclosed for  $__________________ 
Friday Night Dinner:       ______will attend             ___________will not attend 
I would ____    Would not ____     like to give a 2 0 minute demo that weekend 
Demo Topic: _______________________________________ _______________ 
Name of my Forge/Business:_________________________ ________________ 
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Dan and Judy Boone’s  
Pasture Party 

Sat Feb 25, 2006 
All  who have attended in the past know this is 
an excellent event.  Good Demonstrations, 
good food, and fellowship.  There’s always a 
project for the spouses and the kids.  

No fee EXCEPT:  
Donations to Iron-In-The-Hat 

(Especially Hand Forged Items) 

You MUST PRE-REGISTER with 
Judy by February 15, 2006 

NO EXCEPTIONS! 

Judy Boone (540)967-3267 
Directions From the DC area:   Rt 495 to Rt 
66 West, to Gainesville exit, Rt. 29 South, 
follow to second Culpepper exit, Rts 3 & 522. 
At end of ramp turn LEFT onto Rt 3, go to first 
light, turn RIGHT onto Rt 522, follow approx 35 
miles to Stop sign at Mineral Fire House, turn 
RIGHT, go to Light turn LEFT, still on 522, go 
through Mineral to 1/2 mile past Texaco gas 
station, turn RIGHT onto Rt. 605, go approx 7 
miles to West Old Mountain Road, turn RIGHT, 
go approx 2-1/2 miles to Parrish Road, turn 
LEFT, we are second drive on RIGHT 

___________________
 

 

___________________ 

Guild Elections 

At the November meeting, the Guild will be 
seeking nominations for the 3 board members 
at large and the vacant Secretary’s position.  
This is your change to help run the guild.   
Ballots will be mailed out shortly after the 
meeting to be returned in time to announce the 
results at the Hoilday party on 10 December. 

___________________
 

 

___________________ 

20th Anniversary Logo 

Thanks  to Tige Davis we have logos that will 
be used on Tee-Shirts for the 20th Anniversary 
of the guild. This logo will be used on the back 
of the shirts:             With the logo shown 

below on the  
front pocket/ 
pocket area: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

___________________
 

 

___________________ 
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BGCM 2005 Historic Forge Volunteer  Calendar
Gray Shaded dates are 

School Tours 9:30 AM -2PM 
 

Black Dates are Events 
Listed Below 

 

Cross Hatched dates are for 
Union Mills Forge 

 
To Volunteer Contact : 
Kevin Thomas  
(410) 848-4869 
email ....... kbt62@direcway.com 
 

25-28 Apr .. Traditional Arts Week 
30 Apr........ Flower &Plant Market 
 
 
1 May ....Flower and Plant Market 
7-8 May ...............Civil War Living 

History Encampment 
21-22 May ......... Blacksmith Days 
4 Jun ..................... Spring Muster 

Antique Fire Show 
 
4 Jul................ Old Fashioned 4th 
9-10 Jul ............ Common Ground  

Music & Art Festival 
9-10 Jul ...............Civil War Camp 

Ice Cream Social 
11-15............Living History Camp 
18-22............Living History Camp 
25-29 Jul ......Living History Camp 
6 Aug. Old Fashioned Corn Roast 
 
9-11 Sep.................. Steam Show 
17-18 Sep.............Maryland Wine  

Festival 
1-2 Oct ........... Fall Harvest Days 
 
 
 
 
2-4 Dec .................. Holiday Visit 
3 Dec..........Poinsettia & Greens  

Festival 
9-11 Dec ................ Holiday Visit 
 

JANUARY 
      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31      

  

FEBURARY 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28      

        

MARCH 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   

        

APRIL 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

        

MAY 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31     

       
  

JUNE 
   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30   

        

JULY 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31       

  

AUGUST 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31    

        

SEPTEMBER 
    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30  

        

OCTOBER 
      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31       

NOVEMBER 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30    

        

DECEMBER 
    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
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GENERAL PURPOSE FIREPOT  $255 + S/H 

 

KNIFEMAKERS FIREPOT  $275 + S/H 

 

PORTABLE ROUND FIREPOT  $215 + S/H  
For More Information/Availability Contact: 

Bob "Ironmonger" Cruikshank 
1495 W. Possum Rd 

Springfield, OH 45506 
ironmonger40@woh.rr.com 

(937) 323-1300 
http://www.creativeironforge.com/ 

______________________
 

 

____________________ 

Blacksmith Coal 
Blacksmith Guild of Central Maryland 

50 Lb Bag       $6.00  
Available at:  

Monthly Guild meetings and Open Forge Nights  
Or Contact any Board Member

 
KURT BECHTEL 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

ROBERTS OXYGEN COMPANY, INC  TEL: (410) 840-0400 

96 JOHN STREET FAX: (410) 840-1912 

WESTMINSTER, MD 21157 CELL: (443) 506-0924 

EMAIL: kbechtel@robertsoxygen.com 

Show  BGCM Membership  Badge for 15% Discount 

______________________
 

 

____________________ 

 STONEMILL                �������  
������������������������ �	�
��
��	�
��
��	�
��
��	�
��
� ���� ��� �                 �
����
��  
�����������������������������������������
������
������
������
�                        �������  

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
��
������	������������������

�����
��������
�����������

   e-mail: stonemillglh@aol.com  • www.stonemillplumbing.com 
  (410) 848-7661 
    GEORGE L.HUGHES Fax: (410) 848-8872 
      Master Plumber #12916       Cell: (443) 375-7359 

______________________
 

 

____________________ 

STANSBURY TREE SERVICE Inc.
 

           • Insect                                                • Pruning 

               Disease                                                   • Removals 

                  Control                                                       • Stump 

                • I.P.M.                                                         Grinding 

                  • Fertilizing 
Licensed and Insured 

Pat Stansbury 
Maryland Licensed Tree Expert #770 Phone: (410)840-9623 
M. D. A. #26927 E-mail: stansburytree@aol.com 

______________________
 

 

____________________ 

Lives Shaped by Steel   
By Nancy B. Zastrow 

 
http://www.ironartists.com/Homepage.htm#
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Open Forge  

Check  the Guild’s telephone number (410) 
386-9150 to see if there will be an Open Forge 
______________________

 
 

____________________ 

Carroll County Farm Museum 
2005 Calendar of Special Events  

Apr 25-28 ......................Traditional Arts Week 
May 7-8. Civil War Living History Encampment 
May 21-22..............................Blacksmith Days 
Jun 4 .. Spring Muster and Antique Fire Equipment 
Jul 4 ..........Old-Fashioned July 4th Celebration 
Jul 9-10 ............. Common Ground on the Hill’s 
  American Music & Arts Festival 
Jul 11-15, 18-22, 25-29.... Living History Camp 
Sep 9-11 .............................Steam Show Days 
Sep 17-18 ............The Maryland Wine Festival 
Oct 1-2 .................................Fall Harvest Days 
Dec 2-4, 9-11 .............................Holiday Tours 
 
Demonstrators for the Museum’s Historic 
Forge are needed for the above special 
event dates as well as anytime the Museum 
is open.  To volunteer contact: 

Kevin Thomas (410) 848-4869 
______________________

 
 

____________________ 

 

______________________
 

 

____________________ 

Union Mills Homestead Looking 
for Blacksmith Demonstrators 

The Union Mills Homestead, located just north 
of Westminster on Rt. 97 is looking for 
blacksmiths to demonstrate in their historic 
forge.  Rules of conduct and dress are pretty 
much the same as in the Historic Forge at the 
Farm Museum.  Event dates are published on 
the Historic Forge Volunteer Calendar in this 
newsletter.  If you are interested please 
contact: 
 
Kevin Thomas      

                        (410) 848-4869 
 

                  Email:        kbt62@direcway.com 
 

There is more information about Union Mills at 
their web page: 
   

http://www.unionmills.org/ 
 

Dick Peeling  (717)359-5520 
 
 

______________________
 

 

___________________ 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
 
 
LIABILITY RELEASE 
 
I understand that blacksmithing and other metal work are inherently dangerous activities and 
agree to attend and participate in any and all BLACKSMITH GUILD OF CENTRAL MARYLAND 
events at my own risk.  Further, I agree to wear all required safety equipment including, but not 
limited to, safety glasses.  I understand if I am not wearing said safety equipment, I may be asked 
to leave and agree to do so.   
 
I release THE BLACKSMITH GUILD OF CENTRAL MARYLAND, INC.,  its members and officers 
from liability should there occur an injury or accident while I am participating in any Guild 
sponsored activity. 
 
 
 
Signed:_______________________________________     Date:__________________ 
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BGCM Guild Meetings 
The Guild meets monthly in the Blacksmith School on the grounds of the Carroll County Farm 
Museum, 500 South Center Street, Westminster, Maryland.  The school is open at 9:00 a.m.  for 
open forging.  LUNCH:  Potluck .  Please bring a hot dish, salad or dessert to share.  Drinks and 
paper products will be provided.  Iron In The Hat  after Lunch, bring items of use to blacksmiths to 
donate and some money for tickets.   There will be a business meeting at 1:00 p.m.    

Sunday November 20, 2005  

 
Demonstration:  
Tim Beachley....................... Dragon Heads 
 
Trade Item:  Boot Scraper 

 Saturday December 10, 2005 

Holiday Party 
 
Bring a side dish  
 
Trade Item:   Christmas Ornament 

BGCM Open Forge Evenings 
There is a monthly Open Forge, on the 2nd Thursday of each month from 6-9 pm. 

If you want to come forge check the guild phone mes sage to confirm the Forge will be open  

Thursday November 10, 2005  Thursday December 8, 2005 

BGCM Inclement Weather Policy 
If Carroll County, Maryland, Schools have been clos ed for Thursday or are already closed 

for the next day, Friday; then OPEN FORGE is cancel led for that Thursday night 
 

If the winter weather seems bad or threatening on the day of a meeting or open forge, or if it has 
snowed on the weekend, we may have to cancel since the Farm Museum is closed to the public 
during the winter and often the County does not plow out the Farm Museum until Monday. 
  

Call the BGCM phone number, 410-386-9150, to check if the event has been cancelled. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL 
Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________ State ________   Zip _____________ 

Phone (_____) _____-________ Email : ___________________________________ 

 ��� �  New Member  ��� �   Individual                 ��� �   Check if you are you a member of ABANA

 ��� �  Renewal  ��� �  Family (list ages of dependant children_____________________)   

Read and Sign liability release statement on revers e side of this form 

Dues : $20* - Individual / $25* - Family  
Membership dues are for the period: 

January 1 through December 31 
Includes a subscription to the Guild’s bimonthly 

newsletter, ��� �������� &������	
 . 
* Dues increase ($25 Individual $30 Family) effective on 
1 Jan 2006 

Make checks payable to Blacksmith Guild of 
Central Maryland and mail with completed and 
signed application form to: 
BLACKSMITH GUILD OF CENTRAL MARYLAND 
P. O. BOX 593 
Randallstown, MD  21133 


